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PERFORMANCES NOTES AND SET-UP
  The material of the piece is taken from a video of Billie Holiday singing the piece “Strange fruit”, based in the same named poem by 
Abel Meeropol. It is a poem that protests agains the lynching of African Americans, and the song is often described as the first musical 
protest, in words and music, against racism.
  The piece is a kind of mirroring of Billie Holiday and Strange fruit in form of a voiceless, muted portrait (ritratto senza voce) . It goes all 
the way through the video, frame by frame, substituting every text phoneme by a corresponding percussion sound.

  The following distribution is proposed as a reference for the percussion set-up. Light changes can be made, but always taking into 
account, that the proposal underlies a phonetical nearness between percussion sound and text phoneme; this should be always preserved 
when doing changes to the proposed set-up.

• 1 No text phoneme at all. Pause ===> whip
in order to make possible the speed and combination with other instruments, we propose to use two alternating whips, fixed in a stand 
or similar, so that only one and at a time is necessary to percute them. When tempo gets faster (around the middle of the piece) it will 
be necessary to change from hand percussion to sticks.

• 2-4 Nasal and lateral consonants ===> skins (3 toms, 3 roto toms, 3 octabans...) + snare drum
• 2 m ===> low drum (tom, roto tom, octaban, etc.)
• 3 n ===> mid drum
• 3b r ===> snare drum with or without snares (always rolled)
• 4 l ===> high drum 

• 5-7 plosive consonants ===> woodblocks
• 5 b ===> low woodblock, normal playing
• 5b p ===> low woodblock, edge (dryer, with less tone)

• 6 g as in gallant ===> mid woodblock, normal playing

• 6b k as in pluck ===> mid woodblock, edge

• 7 d and th as in “the” ===> high woodblock, normal playing

• 7b t ===> high woodblock, edge
• 8-13 fricative consonants ===> chinese cymbals

• 8 f ===> low chinese cymbal
• 9 h ===> high chinese cymbal

• 10 x as in Strange ===> two chinese cymbals, mounted as hi-hat. foot stroke

• 11 z as in mouth ===> two chinese cymbals, mounted as hi-hat. stick stroke, closed

• 12 s as in south  ===> two chinese cymbals, mounted as hi-hat. stick stroke on edge, open

• 13 ∫ as in breeze ===> two chinese cymbals, mounted as hi-hat. stick stroke on bell, open

• 14-19 vowels ===> opera gongs

• 14 u as in fruit ===> low opera gong

• 15 o as in for ===> mid-low opera gong

• 16 ʒ as in the  ===> mid opera gong

• 17 a s in black ===> mid-high opera gong

• 18 e as in bear ===> high opera gong

• 19 i as in tree ===> highest opera gong
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